
Censorship & Book Banning

1. What is censorship and how does this definition apply to restriction on literature?

PART I. Read “Places I Never Meant to Be: A Personal View” by Judy Blume. Answer the
following questions:

2. According to Blume, how was she affected by her mother’s refusal to let her read A
Rage to Live? What does she imply about restricting student literature?

3. Describe the effect that being a banned author had on Blume. Consider her early days
as a writer and later what she describes as “her worst moment.”

4. Per the article, how/why do books make a “banned” list? According to Blume, how does
it affect the readers?

5. What is Blume’s purpose of including the anecdotes of multiple teachers who fight back
against banned books? Do you feel these anecdotes support her claim?

6. Towards the end of her writing, Blume tells the story of wanting to recommend a book to
a child and the mother refusing the book. This story is fairly significant to Blume’s point.
What does she state about the mother’s right to censorship vs. book banning?

7. What is the purpose of this text? Who is the intended audience? Do you personally feel
she accomplished her goal?

PART II. Visit the ALA website posted on Google Classroom and answer the following
questions:

8. On the home page, click on the “Censorship by the Numbers” tab at the bottom of the
webpage. Take a minute and read through the infographics. Note- you may need to
hover over a map or chart to gather the appropriate information needed. Answer the
following questions:

a. How many censors were targeted in 2022? What is the percentage increase from
2021? In your opinion, why do you think there was an increase (rather than a
decrease)?

http://web20kmg.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/46958428/censorship
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks
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b. According to the data, which states have the highest rates of book restriction?

c. According to the map, what are some of the most challenging books? On what
grounds are some of these texts being challenged? (note: look at the left-hand
side and find “Top 13 Most Challenged Books of 2022”)

d. According to the charts, what groups most commonly target the
removal/restriction of books? Does this information challenge or confirm what you
already believe about book banning? Why or why not?

e. According to the graphs, where does most of the targeting/banning of books take
place? What does this graph suggest about the impact of book restrictions?

9. Take a minute and Google “Book Banning 2024.” How are we still seeing examples of
book banning and censorship this year?

PART III. The previous sections have required you to analyze the beliefs of other writers. In this
section, you will have the opportunity to express your own beliefs and opinions about the
subject. Please answer these questions honestly and authentically with sound logic and
reasoning.

10. What are your thoughts on the practice of book banning and censorship in society?

11. Do you believe that restriction of literature and censorship can ever be justified? If so,
under what circumstances?

12. If you agree there are times when book banning is appropriate, what criteria do you think
should be used to determine whether a book is suitable for censorship?

13. What role do you think cultural and societal norms play in the decision to ban or censor
certain books?

14. How do you think advancements in technology and the internet have influenced the
effectiveness of book banning and censorship?
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15. Should parents or guardians have the authority to control their children's access to
certain books, or should there be broader societal standards?

16. In what ways do you think authors and publishers should respond to instances of book
banning and censorship?


